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PRESIDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  his  Excellency,  James  3L  Smith,  Governor  of  Georgia  : 

Sir  : The  Trustees  of  the  Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind 
have  the  honor  to  snhmit  to  yonr  Excellency,  and  through  yon 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  tlie  State,  the  Twenty-tifth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Institution,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  con- 
dition of  the  trust  confided  to  them,  at  the  close  of  the  present 
calendar  year. 

The  respective  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  Principal, 
hereunto  a|)pended,  are  referred  to,  as  furnishing  the  details  of 
the  working  of  the  Institution,  and  as  giving  all  the  necessary 
information  about  its  affairs. 

THE  treasurer’s  REPORT 
shows  the  financial  condition,  as  follows; 


Receipts  from  l^alance  from  last  year $ 1,505  37 

Receipts  from  State  appropriation  for  maintenance 13,000  00 

Receipts  from  State  appropriation  for  improvements,  etc 4,000  00 

Receipts  for  board  and  clothing  of  pupils 311  00 


^18,816  37 

Disbursements  on  orders  of  the  Board 16,750  00 


Balance  on  hand $ 2,066  37 


This  balance  will  be  required  to  maintain  the  Institution 
until  the  next  appropriation  shall  have  been  made. 

THE  principal’s  REPORT 

indicates  the  several  inirposes  for  which  disbursements  have 
been  made ; that  there  has  been  expended  for  the  general  main- 
tenance, including  officers’  salaries,  support  of  pupils,  fuel,  etc.. 
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I'RESI dent’s  report. 


$12,081  90,  ami  for  building  woikslio}),  ami  various  repairs, 
$4,054  38. 

The  P rineipal  rej)rescnts  the  pro[)erty  in  good  condition. 
’1  he  work  ol  iinproveinents  ami  repairs  has  be(‘n  done  under  the 
direction  of  a jmlicions  committee,  appointed  by  the  Board,  and 
the  money  expended  has  economical! v used. 

'1  he  Trustees  refer  to  a matter  of  some  importance  not  named 
ill  the  report  of  tlie  Ib'incipal.  It  is  a fact  known  to  the  citizens 
of  Macon,  tliat  on  the  hill  anywhere  accessible  to  the  neighbor- 
hood ot  the  Academy,  there  is  not  a eistern  of  water  to  wliieh 
resort  could  be  made  in  case  of  fire. 

()iir  main  buihling  may  be  classed  among  the  ordinarily  fire- 
proof buildings — that  is,  it  is  built  of  brick  and  stone,  and  has 
a metal  roof,  and  is  heated  bv  means  of  chimiievs,  with  irrates 
for  burning  coal,  'fhere  are,  however,  other  buildings  on  the 
lot  not  so  well  protected,  and  on  the  occurrence  of  a fire,  either 
on  the  lot  or  adjacent  j)remises,  the  whole  property  would  be 
ex|)osed.  Twice  since  the  building  has  been  erected  fires  have 
occurred  on  adjoining  places;  in  one  case,  a barn  and  stable  on 
our  lot  was  consumed,  and  in  the  other  a fine  residenee  near  by 
was  destroyed. 

In  both  these  eases  the  destruction  might  have  been  prevented 
by  the  fire  department,  but  for  the  laek  of  a cistern  of  water  in 
the  neighborhood. 

The  city  authorities,  hitherto,  seem  to  have  thought  them- 
selves unable  to  build  a cistern  on  the  hill,  at  least  have  not 
thought  proper  to  do  so;  therefore,  as  our  property  is  under 
much  risk  from  fire,  it  is  proposeil  to  build  a private  cistern,  to 
be  filled  from  the  roof  of  our  building. 

On  this  account,  in  addition  to  other  considerations  named  bv 
the  Principal,  the  Trustees  ask  the  slight  increase  of  the  last 
annual  appropriation  for  the  maiiitenauee  of  the  Academv  sug- 
gested in  his  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  next  vear. 

The  Trustees  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  your  Excellency 
to  that  portion  of  the  Principal’s  report  relating  to  the  “Ameri- 
can Printing  House  for  the  Blind,”  located  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky.  It  is  jiroposed  to  ask  an  aj>propriation  from  Con- 
gress to  carry  on  this  enterprise.  We  suggest  the  [iropriety  of 
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president’s  report. 


the  Legislature  taking  sucli  action  as  may  be  considered  advis- 
able in  reference  to  this  matter,  one  of  great  im|)ortance  to  the 
blind,  who  are  the  only  class  of  defectives  who  have  not  received 
assistance  from  Congress. 

The  Trustees  announce,  with  jirofound  regret,  the  decease  of 
their  venerable  associate,  I [on.  Washington  Poe,  for  many 
years  a member  of  this  J^oard.  He  performed  his  duties  as 
Trustee  with  conscientious  punctuality  and  faithfulness.  He 
was,  in  every  respect,  a model  Christian  gentleman. 

The  vacancy  in  the  Board,  occasioned  by  Mr.  Poe’s  death, 
was  filled  by  the  election  of  Hon.  T.  G.  Holt. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sid:>mitted,  by  order  of  the  Board. 

JAMES  MERCER  GREEN,  President. 

Gkorcia  Academy  for  the  Blind, 

Macon,  Dec.  27th,  1876. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  CiEtiRc.iA  Academy  eor  the 

In  At aumt  with  Henry  L.  Jewett,  Treasurer. 


1875. 
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paid  draft  J.  Mercer  Green,  President . . .8 
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44 
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P.  Solomon,  President  pro  tcm. 

1,CXX) 

00 
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J.  Mercer  Green,  President.  . . 

1,200 

00 

To  Balance 

carried  to  new  account 

2,066 

37— 8iS,8i6  37 

1875- 

Cr. 

Nov. 

30.  By  Balance  from  former  report 8 

1,505 

37 

1876. 

Ma’di  2.  liy  first  <juarter  State  ajipropriation  for  main- 
tenance, 83,250  00,  for  hnproveinents  and 

repairs,  81,000  00 4.250  00 

Ma’chi5.  r>y  board  and  tuition  1’.  1*.  lilalock  ....  too  00 

]{y  exjiense  1.  1’.  Hrnce 3° 

May  3.  By  second  (piarter  State  appropriation  for 
maintenance,  83,250  00,  for  improvements, 

etc.,  81,000  00 4,25000 

July  12.  By  third  (piarter  State  appropriation  for 
maintenance,  83,250  00,  improvements, 

etc.,  81,000  00 4,25000 

By  fourth  cpiarter  State  appropriation  for  im- 
provements and  repairs 1,000  <x> 

Nov.  16.  By  fourth  quarter  State  appropriation  for  main- 
tenance   3.250  00 

Dec.  27.  By  hoard  and  clothinj^  P.  P.  Blalock  ....  5®  °o 

By  hoard  and  clothing  James  Toomhs  . . 131  00 — 818,816  37 

1876. 


Dec.  27.  By  Balance  Brought  to  new  acciwnt  ....  8 2,066  37 
Respectfully  suhmitted, 

HENRY  I,.  JEWETT,  Treasurer. 


Macon,  Ga.,  ^^th  December,  1S76. 


REPORT  OF  PRINCIPAL. 


Gentlemen — I herewith  submit  my  report,  as  Prineipal,  of 
the  affairs  of  the  “Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind,”  for  the  cal- 
endar year  1876. 

The  number  of  })upils  with  which  we  began  the  year  was  for- 
ty-nine; since  which  time  we  have  received  eight  new  pupils, 
making  the  number  on  onr  roll  fifty-seven.  Of  this  number 
six  have  left  the  Institution,  or  been  discharged,  and  two  have 
been  retained  as  a.ssistant  teachers. 


EXPENSES. 

The  following  is  a classified  summary,  embracing  the  entire 
expenditures  of  the  year: 


Fh'st — Maintenance — 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  1875 $ 18  34 

Orders  of  the  Board 12,750  00 — $12,768  34 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


For  I.  Salaries 

For  2.  Postage  on  stationery 

For  3.  Carriage  hire  and  travel 

For  4.  School  expenses 

For  5.  Music  expenses 

For  6.  Pupils’  clothes  (a  portion  refunded)  . . 

For  7.  House  furnishing 

For  8.  Servant  hire,  including  washing  . . . , 

For  9.  Fuel  and  lights 

For  10.  Provisions 

For  II.  Special — insurance,  medicine,  medical 

ance,  etc 

For  12.  Housekeeper’s  pay 

For  13.  Repairs,  common 

Balance 

For  14.  Amount  from  improvements  and  repairs 

Cash  on  hand 

Second — Improvements  and  Repairs — 

1.  Expenditures 

2.  Orders  of  the  Board 


• • • ;?3.393  00 
• • • • 43  56 
, . . . 184  20 

...  176  51 
. • ■ 155  31 
, . . . 713  38 

...  605  03 
...  615  25 
...  984  45 
. . . 4,111  87 
attend- 

...  735  46 
. . . 270  00 


! — $12,082 

90 

$ 685 

44 

654 

38 

$ 31 

06 

. $ 4,654 

38 

00 

Deficit  (charged  in  the  items  for  repairs,  in  account  for  maintenance 

above) $ 654  38 
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KKPOllT  OF  PIUXCIPAL. 


'I'lu*  work  of  the  school  in  tin'  three  departments — literary, 
mnsicid  and  industrial — has  heen  pi'osecnled  with  the  usual  vigor 
and  siicees?  bv  both  teachers  and  jmpils.  The  health  of  the 
household,  with  such  exceptions  as  might  be  looked  for  in  an 
establishment  of  infirm  pei-sons,  has  been  good. 

IMPUOVKMEXr.S  A.M)  UHPAIUS. 

The  Slim  appropriated  for  these  purposes  by  the  Legislature, 
at  the  last  session,  aidt'd  by  .some  ex penditnres  from  the  fund  for 
maintenance,  has  enable  ns  to  do: 

h'irst,  to  put  the  main  building  in  thorough  gooil  condition 
from  basement  to  roof;  including  all  necessary  repairs  and  re- 
painting,  besides  such  improvenumts  as  the  flooring  of  the  base- 
ment rooms,  the  wainscoting  the  school  rooms,  building  bath- 
closets  in  the  wash  rooms,  aiul  making  many  additions  to  school 
furniture.  J think  the  building  is  now  in  better  condition  than 
when  it  was  turned  over  new  for  oecnpancy. 

Secondly,  we  have  built  on  the  lot  an  elegant,  well  arranged, 
work  shop,  large  enough  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  the 
academy  will  probably  ever  have  need.  Jt  is  of  brick  and 
stone,  thirty-two  feet  by  forty-eight,  and  two  stories  high.  In 
consecpienee  of  the  foregoing  improvements  we  have  secured  the 
use,  for  classes  and  other  school  purposes,  of  four  elegant  rooms 
in  the  main  building. 

“AMERICAN  PIUNTINfJ  HOUSE  FOR  THE  RLIND.” 

It  is  well  known  that  the  apjiaratns  used  in  the  education  of 
the  blind  is  not  only  very  limited,  but  it  is  also  very  costly;  in 
conseipience  of  which  very  few  Institutions  can  be  thoroughly 
furnished,  or  maintain  in  use  an  adeipiate  supply  for  their  wants. 
What  has  been  done  hitherto  towards  the  manufacturing  of 
school  requisites  for  the  blind  has  been  done  iirincijially  by  the 
enterprise  of  a few  Jnstitntions,  and  one  or  two  benevolent  asso- 
ciations or  individnal.s,  all  without  much  concert  of  action,  and 
sometimes  not  without  personal  disagreement  as  to  what  was  the 
most  eligible  thing  to  be  made  or  the  best  type  to  be  used  in  the 
embossed  books,  'fhe  ditlicnltics  of  the  case  have  been  two  : 
first,  a lack  of  means  for  the  work  ; and  secondly,  a lack  of  con- 
cert on  the  jiart  of  the  friends  of  the  blind  in  the  difTcrent 
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States.  This  subject  has  long  attracted  the  attention  of  super- 
intendents and  other  persons  engaged  in  the  work.  As  a ni(>as- 
nre  to  give  relief  to  tliis  einbairassinent  and  insure  gieater  liar- 
inony  in  the  business,  an  Institution,  intended  to  be  national  in 
character  and  concoi’dant  as  to  the  interest,  was  organized  about 
the  year  1858,  and  chartered  by  a s|)eeial  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  Kentucky.  It  is  styletl  “The  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind,”  is  located  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  and  its  Board  of 
Trustees  consists  of  a number  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens 
of  Kentucky. 

The  legislatures  of  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mississi])pi,  Tennes- 
see, New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  have  severally  made  appropria- 
tions in  aid  of  its  |)ur|)oses  and  ctlbrts  to  print  books  and  man- 
ufacture facilities  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind.  In  this  way 
the  establishment  was  set  up,  supplied  with  some  machinery,  ami 
enabled  to  do  some  work  very  successfully  and  satisfactorily  to 
the  j)rofession. 

The  purposes  of  this  Institution  received  the  cordial  endorse- 
ment of  a convention  of  the  instructors  of  the  blind  held,  at  In- 
dianapolis, August,  1871,  and  have  since  been  thoroughly  ap- 
proved by  the  “American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind,”  at  its  several  meetings. 

Notwithstanding  this  [)rinting  house  has  done  and  is  doing 
much  good,  its  enter{)rise  is  obstructed  by  the  want  of  an  ade- 
quate working  capital.  This  matter  was  thoroughly  considered 
and  discussed  at  the  meeting  of  the  “ American  Association  of 
Instructors  of  the  Blind,”  held  last  August,  in  Philadelphia; 
and  a resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  to  petition  Congress 
for  a grant  to  endow  the  Institution,  a committee  consisting  of 
B.  B.  H untoon,  of  Kentucky,  Wm.  Chapin,  of  Penn.sylvanin,  W. 
B.  Wait,  of  New  York  City,  F.  D.  INIorrison,  of  Maryland,  and 
W.  D.  Williams,  of  Georgia,  was  appointe<l  to  j)repare  a bill  and 
draw  up  a memorial  on  the  subject  to  be  presented  to  Congress. 
Th  is  has  been  done,  and  the  measure,  I trust,  will  receive  the 
united  and  earnest  support  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
from  this  State.  The  blind  is  the  only  class  of  defectives  that 
has  not  hitherto  received  aid  in  some  form  from  the  General 
Government,  and  the  endowment  of  this  printing  house  would 
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l)enetit  an  atHicted  population  nnmborin*;  more  than  thirty  thou- 
sand, in  the  way  in  whieh  they  eoidd  he  best  reaehed  ; both  niul- 
tiplyinir  and  eh(>apenin|^,  and  in  many  respeet.s  furnishing  to 
them  a litei’atnre  in  tlieir  lonely,  sedentary  and  isolated  eondi- 
tion;  aiul  at  the  same  time  it  will  ^reatly  reduce  the  expenses  of 
the  schools,  and  add  laeilities  to  their  work. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1877. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Hoard  shoidd  ask  an  apj)ro|)ria- 
tion  of  .i?ld,bO()  00  for  the  current  wants  of  the  m‘xt  year,  d'he 
nnnd)er  of  pupils  is  slowly  inereasinji;,  l)ut  may  not  be  very  much 
larger  than  at  present.  'Fhe  ju'operty  is  now  in  <>;ood  condition, 
and  the  facilities  are  ani|)Ie  for  present  wants.  It  seems  to  me, 
however,  that  it  would  be  Ixith  wis(.‘  and  ecimomical  to  have 
some  reserve  tor  contingencies,  and  to  maintain  the  present  .status 
of  the  proj)erty  by  every  timely  expenditure  that  may  be  required. 
Shonhl  an  accident  occur  I’endering  a re|)airment  necessary,  the 
work  should  l)c  done  at  once,  before  the  injury  grows  into  a se- 
rious damage  and  waste.  ( )nce,  in  the  history  of  this  I nstitution, 
from  a defective  roof,  that  might  have  been  made  good  in  a short 
time,  at  a cost  of  a few  hundred  dolhu’s,  a damage  ensued  while 
we  were  waiting  for  a “spc'cial  aj)])ropriation,”  that  cost  us  in 
the  end  more  than  quadruple  (he  amount  for  repairs.  Had  your 
Board  always  a fidl  treasury,  f do  not  conceive  that  that  liict 
ought  or  would  authorize  or  justify  the  expenditure  of  one  dollar 
improperly  or  unnecessarily  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things; 
but  with  the  means  always  on  hand,  you  might  stop  a leak  or 
arrest  a damage  at  any  time  without  the  fear  of  over-reaching 
the  funds  ncces-sary  for  the  regular  maintenance. 

J clo.se  with  this  remark:  At  the  close  of  another  3’^ear,  with- 
out arrogating  to  my.self  anything,  1 feel  profound  gratitude  and 
satisfaction  over  the  healthy  (one  now  |)revailing  in  the  Academy 
for  the  Blind — so  free  from  di.scords  and  jarring  elements — so 
full  of  harmony  aiid  good  will. 

W.  D.  WILLIAMS,  Principal. 

Georgia  .Academy  for  the  Bund, 

Macon,  Dec.  23(1,  1876. 


LIST  OF  PUPII.S,  1S7G. 


M^LIGS. 


ASTIN,  CHARLES Campbell  county. 

AYERS,  IIVRAM Haralson  county. 

BARNES,  JOSEPHUS Bibb  county. 

BASSETT,  WALTER  L Houston  county. 

BLALOCK,  P.  P South  Carolina. 

BRUCE,  JOHN  P Decatur  county. 

BRYAN,  WILLIAM Wayne  county. 

BURKS,  JOHN  J Henry  county. 

COLEY,  JESSE  A Stezuart  county. 

COLEY,  S.  A.  W Stezuart  county. 

DAVIS,  GEORGE  A Mitchell  county. 

GRACE,  WALTER  M , Taylor  county. 

GREENE,  WILLIAM  J Macon  county. 

HODNETT,  HOPE • Merizuether  county. 

JONES,  GEORGE  H Richmond  county. 

JONES,  JOSEPH Hall  county. 

KNOX,  LAAIAR . Chattooga  county. 

MATPIIS,  LUCIUS Calhoun  county. 

PEACOCK,  LEWIS  O Wilkinson  county. 

PEACOCK,  WILLIAM  L Wilkinson  county. 

RAGAN,  CH  ARISES  C Terrell  coimty. 

RAGAN,  TERRELL Terrell  county. 

RUSSELL,  JOSHUA.  ...••• yefferson  county. 

SANDERS,  WILLIAM Quitman  cotaity. 

SINGLETON,  JAMES Harris  county. 

TINSLEY,  STEPHEN  Bartozu  county. 

TOOMBS,  J.  A Wilkes  county. 

WINKLES,  ANDREW  J Heard  county. 

WOFFORD,  JACOB DeKalb  county. 


BARFIEl.D,  ASENATH Macon  county. 

BEAMAN,  PAULINE Bartozu  county. 

BUTLER,  LOLAH Gordon  county. 

COLLINS,  MINNA Alabama. 

COLEY,  NANNIE Stezuart  county. 

COUCH,  MATTIE Jackson  county. 

DANIELS,  BETTIE Jones  county. 

DYSON,  HATTIE Wilkes  county. 

EDWARDS,  ELLA Fulton  county. 

ESTES,  SERENA  E Paulding  county. 
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LIST  OF  PUPII^,  1876. 


KINC,  ALICE  . . . . 
MAPI*,  LIZZIE  . . . . 
MATHIS,  JENNIE  . . 
McGUIRE,  KITTY  . . 
MclNVAl.E,  FANNIE 

PERRY,  M.  A 

PHILLIPS,  E.  A.  . . . 
PRICE,  ALICE  . . . 
REED,  CARRIE  . . . 
REED,  SUSAN  E.  . . 
ROQUEMORE,  IDA  . 
RUSSELL,  LANA  . . 
RUSSELL,  MOSELLE 
STEYENS,  MAMIE  E. 
TAYLOR,  MARY  A.  . 
WEST,  MARY  . . . . 
WILLIAMS,  LULA  . 
WILSON,  YIRGINIA 


Fulton  county. 
Fulton  county. 
Sumter  county. 
Fulton  county. 
Crawford  county. 
A/acon  county. 
Gordon  county. 
Ste^vart  county. 
Bartenv  county. 
Bartoiu  county. 
Bibb  county, 
yefferson  county, 
yefferson  county. 
Brooks  county. 
Harris  county. 
Catnpbell  county. 
Screz’cn  county. 
Gordon  county. 


CARD  OF  THANKS. 


Tlie  thanks  of  the  oftlcers  and  pupils  of  the  “Georgia  Acad- 
emy for  the  Blind  ” are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  officers 
of  the  following  Railroads  of  the  State  for  free  passes,  on  neces- 
sary occasions,  over  their  respective  lines,  a most  important  privi_ 
lege  and  aid  toward  the  benevolent  work  of  the  Institution,  viz: 
Macon  and  Western,  Central,  Georgia,  Macon  and  Brunswick, 
Western  and  Atlantic,  Air-Line. 

Also  the  thanks  are  due  and  hereby  tendered  to  the  proprie- 
tors and  editors  of  the  following  Newspapers,  for  sending  their 
issues  gratuitously  to  the  Institution — thereby  contributing 
means  of  information  as  to  current  news  and  other  important 
matters  ; and  also  to  all  other  papers  that  have  given  such  notice 
of  the  Institution  and  its  work  as  was  calculated  to  bring  its 
object  and  advantages  before  the  blind  youth  of  the  State  : The 
Telegraph  and.  Messenger,  (daily)  of  Macon;  the  Southern 
Christian  Advocate,  (weekly)  of  Macon;  the  Christian  Index, 
(weekly)  of  Atlanta;  the  dh'i-Weekly  Courier,  of  Rome ; the 
Reporter,  (weekly)  of  LaGrange ; the  Re])ublican,  of  Ameri- 
cas; the  Southerner,  (weekly)  of  Irwinton  ; the  Standard,  (week- 
ly) of  Talbotton  ; the  Vindicator,  of  Greenville;  the  Goodson 
Gazette,  of  Stanton,  Va, 


i 


* 


